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brighter above, had he died in his unſpotted youth, 
and before his fall, 25 had his Nun. en Raine. 
on Earth been ſo. | 
Mee are Sailing in a very tempaltudus and uncer- . 
tain Sea, like Mariners that ſometimes ſet out with 
a fair and ſtrong Gale, and make half their Paſſage 
in a few:days;but then they meet with ſome rougn 
contrary Winds that force em to Ly by at leaſt; if 
they are not driven bach, and have many a League 
to meaſure over again, if ever they male their Fa- 


ſage at all If che Shy Ts 2 iel, tho! -36 0; 
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| belors it is given, but only in the purpoſe of God 


4 er 2 W larlon 


| xg — hut aſter many bardiſh ĩps the Pot 'is 
= —_—_— the Loſa and Damage ſuſtained is uſual- 
& ly very much. So are there many that Set — 
well:in-their Youth, and at laſt gat;t o Heaven, buf 
it is ſorely fhatter'4:and broken, ergo | 
before one temptation a nd another in their way. 
The Eloods do not « them in perdition, hut 
yet thro' their ill Condu and'foolifh Management 
much of their rich Freight and Lading is Janizify'd 
and thron Overboard. They can Nis the Rich» 
es they once had put aboard — but alas, canker'd: 
and marrid now: they are not when they die, even 
what they were in t heir early years, but their 
Beauty er by the advance & Age; Which 
thoꝰ at be natural to the B ay, yet it is unnatural to 
the Immortal Soul. They die Penitents it's true, but 
not Vroficients; and tho they get to Heaven at 
laſt; yet no — an if __ had __ in 
their younger days 

Upon all, ſay, if it is ne every polſible unt God 
may graciouſly have conſulted the Spiritual Ad- 
vantage of many an Elect Veſſel of Mercy, in their 
Early Death. We have no foreſight of things to 
come; but God has the moſt perfe&' that can be; 
and tho there's no foreſight of Grace in the Saints 
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to give it, for in our corrups nature it never could 
be at all hut of his free G ft; yet in the beſt of 
Saints there's an eaſie fore ght to us all of Corrup- 
non gy to break gut upon all-Occafions, with- 
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Good of others, to live and ſhew the prevalency 
of Corruption in them, againſt. ſuitable ſtrivings 
and meaſures of his Grace; and others God pre- 
happy Early Death: And tho? he does not tay, 
as to particular perſons (aud leſs may we). char 
this is his Eid ; yet Poſfibly 10 may be ſo mn the 


very Inſtances we are mourning over. Indeed for 


ought we know, had they livd they wou'd habe 
grop: in Grace more and more; and it is meet 
for ub to ſuppoſe and hope it wou'd have been W.: 
but tis as true, that for ought we know it O A 
Have been otherwiſe: and it is not at all ami for 
us to ſatisſy | 


our ſelves after this manner; when 
the matter is neoeſſarily left fo doubtful to us, and 
hagarulous. But ſo much for this particula. 

J. The Riglroous are ſometimes taten away from tha 
Evil to'come. - As the Prophet obſerves, Iſa. 59. 1. 
And ſometimes it's certain, that Hopeful and Pious 
Children are 1o,:a8 Abijah was: 1 King. 14.13: And 


King Joſiah too, to whom it was promiſed as n tv 


Len of Divine Favour:; 2 Kings 32. 20. Tur be- 
Cruſe: bis. heart mas tender and humble before” Bu, 

eherefore he hom be. gather ad early to bis Furhert, & 

bis. Eyosfliouldl met fee Yhe Evil chat wut cum 
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out Gdds reſtraint and prevention thereof: au td 
God it 5s open ami naked how good people will a 
it che come to he in theſe and thoſe Circumſtan- 
bes · Some God permits for wiſe Ends, and the 
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aden Ontemplaton 
Tong Life here in this World is unavoidably ats 
E tended with viany Sorrows, eſpecially if a perſon be 
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pus and devout. Mens own' Sins, and the Sins 
of others, eſpecially of Relatives, © out Afftiction 
alſo by Bodily Pains and Sickneſs, and by * Bereaves Y; 
ments in Eſtate and Relatives, multiply Grief upon 7 
us thro? our preſent Pilgrimage, and make tHe days. 
of the years of it very Evil. They that die 
voung are ſoon out of this dark and * ſhffering . 
Svene; if they had liv'd| longer, there had been 
poſſibly many things which they little ''foreſaw 
to have imbitter'd their lives to em; - yea; the 
very things (many of em) wherein they promis'd 
'  -themfelves the moſt comfoft. How often have 
the Relatives thatSurvive come to bleſs their Depar- 
ted Dend, ſay ing, Bleſſed are the cloſed Eyes that 
never ſaw theſe things. This is true, both as to Sin- 
and Juagments, and thoſe both pablick and private. 
For Inſtance, it may ſeem to us every way to have 
been happier for Eli to have died young, than in 
ghis Age to have ſeen the Iniquity of his Sous, and 
their Death in their Sins, together with the Cap- 
tivity of the Art, which he died under the heavy 
Tydings of. How bitter is it to a Godly perſon, 
to live and ſee Children and Brethren grow up arid 
prove Apoſtates from God, Children: of Belial, and 
periſhing under the judicial Strokes of Divine 
Pravidence. It is better never to live to bear, than 
td bring forth theſe Sons of Sorrow: God ſees (ſays 
s late Excellent Mr. N. 7oylor) : che tifing Storms 
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EF 1:42: The death of * il. Children and Ya 
WE -- oj e may be of great Spiritual Advantage a 
to Elder perſons.:;; Parent: ſhould; be 5 _ 
Holy 1 81 by the death of their. Childrens -and 
the Grey Head ſhould receive Inſtruction & Awa· 
Feening by the fall of the blooming Vouth. There 
” are many things faid-to. them that are in Advanced: 
* Ain the Death of their Junior. 
Are theſe fallen fs ſoon, how long 420 then _— 
3 1 have been in my Grave? may the Elder Chriſti an 
ay. Adore: the Sovereign Grace of GOD, that 
z Fran fo;long ſpared you. F lad you been cut don 
thus, ſoon, think what had become of you, & where | | 
had you been long ſince ? Conſider why God-ſpares | 
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Me to cumber the ground? What? ſee we a Child 
Older in Grace, and wiſer and better than we in! 
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So the Army of Iſrael bluſd when they ſaw a 
rudi Boy excel them all in Faith and Valour. 
Are ſo many Joung Ones in Heaven, and ate we 
ON and never, like to get thither? How: can; we 
bear the, thor? or how: ſhall we hen Death 
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